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2001 Philmont Contingent Trek

Last Minute Information
Crew 623-K-___

Bus Transportation

The following is our travel information:

	Friday, June 22
	Leave Austin 6:00 AM
	Arrive Philmont ~10:00 PM

	Thursday, July 5
	Leave Philmont 6:30 AM
	Arrive Austin ~11:00 PM


You must arrive at the REI parking lot (9901 N Capitol of Texas Highway) by 5:00 AM.  We will leave on time at 6:00 whether you are there or not!
Uniforms

Arrive at the REI parking lot wearing a full “Class A” uniform.  This includes:  uniform shirt, official shorts, Scout socks, belt, and crew issued T-shirt.  Don’t bring merit badge or OA sashes.  It is strongly recommended that participants wear their boots on the bus instead of packing them.  We will wear this “Class A” uniform at all times while we are in public from the time we arrive at REI until we reach Philmont and then again from the time we leave Philmont until we leave REI upon our return.  On the bus while traveling, we will be able to remove the uniform shirt.  There may be occasions when participants will be allowed to leave the bus in a “Class B” uniform which means that the uniform shirt is removed and they will wear the crew issued T-shirt.

At Philmont participants will only need to be in uniform for base camp meals and campfires – not on the trail.  At other times you can wear whatever you choose as long as it is not obscene or otherwise objectionable.  It is recommended that you wear Scouting related tee shirts.

Emergencies

In the event of emergency, first attempt to contact Sid Covington, the contingent’s Tour Director.  He will be in the Philmont area and may be reached at 512-925-1231 or 505-377-6820.  He can coordinate any emergency situation and can make the contacts at Philmont for you.

The emergency contact number at Philmont is 505-376-2281.  Give your Scout’s name and the expedition number (623-K-___).  You should call this number only in an extreme emergency where you need to have your Scout taken off the trail and sent home immediately.  It may take some time for a return call depending on the time and where they are located on the Ranch.  If it is not that important, it can wait until we get off the trail.  Our local Council Service Center is 512-926-6363 (days) and you may contact James Johnson there.

Mail and Phones

You can send mail to your Scout at Philmont.  We will only get mail before we go on the trail (June 23) and when we come off the trail on July 4.  All mail should be addressed to:  Your Scout, Expedition 623-K-___, Philmont Scout Ranch, Cimarron, NM 87714.

Your Scout will have the opportunity to call home from a pay phone at Philmont on June 23, possibly June 24, and July 4.  If you have a phone credit card, it may result in a less expensive call than calling collect.  A prepaid card is also a good option.  If your Scout does call, you don’t need to tell them every little thing that is happening; there will most likely be a line of Scouts standing waiting to use the phone.

Spending Money

There are no absolute essentials that your Scout will need spending money for but there will be opportunities to buy snacks, last minute equipment, and souvenirs.  Talk it over with your Scout.  Your Scout will need some cash while on the trail to buy snacks at the backcountry trading posts.  They should plan to buy their Philmont souvenirs after coming off the trail.

Equipment and Packing Issues

Your backpack and contingent duffle bag will be the only bags allowed (no book bags, etc.).  The backpacks will be secured under the bus, the duffle bags in the overhead bins and under the seat in front of you.  Secure you pack well and attach identification tags to it and your duffle bag with your name and Crew’s Expedition number (623-K-__).  

Scout Manners

Last, but certainly not least, is the topic of Scout Manners.  There are 144 of us traveling together.  Any Scout causing a serious problem will be sent home.  There will be no refunds and any additional costs of sending the Scout home will be the responsibility of his family.  There will be plenty of time for fun but since we will be in areas where many other Scout groups will be traveling to Philmont, we must insist upon excellent behavior.

